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USE FOR CATALOG YEAR CHANGES ONLY 
This form is for presenting changes to Curriculum Committee; the information will still need to be entered in ECAS. 
Sending this form to Curriculum Committee for Approval means Department and Discipline approval has been received.  
 
Date:    September 17, 2008 
Discipline:   Political Science  
Curriculum Committee Approval Date:  
 
 
Course Revision #1 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 1101 - Introduction to Political Theory Inquiry: Thinking about Politics (E/CR)  
(4.0 cr; fall, every year)  
Origins and development of politics and government. Survey of contemporary political institutions and 
behavior. Major perennial questions are investigated at length and in depth. Critical thinking and class 
discussion provide the focus of the course. 
An introduction to key political concepts, questions and ideologies through the writings of major 
thinkers of Western political theory and examination of contemporary debates about political life. 
 
Rationale for change: 
The new title and description more explicitly and accurately reflects the content of this course. 
 
Course Revision #2 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 1301 - Comparative Politics (IP)  
(4.0 cr; spring, every year)  
Examines the nature of political authority, experience of social revolution, and achievement of economic 
transformation in the context of politics and government in selected countries around the world. 
 
Rationale for change: 
 Inactivate course due to staffing changes. 
 
Course Revision #3 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3101 - Political Science Analysis (SS)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-Stat 1601 or Stat 2601 or #; spring, every year)  
Techniques commonly used in the systematic study of politics. Application of statistical techniques to 
recently released data using statistical software. Topics include the use of multivariate regression in 
political science and/or logistic regression, survey methodology, experimental design, and game theory. 
 
Rationale for change: 
 Inactivate course due to staffing changes. 
 
Route this form to: 
UMM Dean’s Office 
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Course Revision #4 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3251 4251 - Political Participation and Voting Behavior (SS)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1201 or #; fall, even years)  
This course provides a broad overview of factors influencing the political behavior of groups and 
individuals both within and outside institutions. Particular emphasis is placed on examining issues such 
as voter turnout, economic influences on voting patterns, and social movement mobilization. 
 
Rationale for change: 
This change is part of our disciplinary shift to delineate between our 3xxx and 4xxx courses.  Research 
is required in 4xxx level courses.  Since this course includes a significant research component, it belongs 
at the 4xxx level.  This distinction is to provide more uniformity across the discipline in terms of the 
expectations of the various level courses. 
 
Course Revision #5 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3261 - State and Local Politics (SS)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1201 or #; spring, even years)  
This course examines theoretical discussions of American democracy in the context of the actual 
performance of American government and society on a variety of levels. Particular emphasis is placed 
on the ways American democracy functions on the subnational level in states, rural communities, and 
urban centers. Analysis of principles, organizations, procedures, and functions of state and local 
government, both urban and rural, in the United States. 
 
Rationale for change: 
 Inactivate course due to staffing changes. 
 
Course Revision #6 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3267 - Courtroom Proceedings in American State Courts (SS)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1201 or #; summer, offered when feasible)  
Understanding courtroom procedure by observation of actual courtroom activity. Observation of a wide 
range of judicial proceedings, including arraignments, trials, sentencing, involuntary commitments to 
mental and alcohol treatment facilities, and the acceptance of negotiated settlements and/or plea-
bargains. Observation of state courts at both the trial and appellate level. [Continuing Education course] 
 
Rationale for change: 
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Course Revision #7 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3351 - Political Thought: Ancient and Middle Ages  Ancient and Medieval Political Thought 
(HUM)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1101 or #; fall, every year spring, even years)  
Survey of classical Greek thought, Plato and Aristotle, primitive natural law, Cynics and Stoics, theory 
in Roman Republic and Empire, early Christianity and the church fathers, moral theory and political 
theory, empire and church in ideology, Roman and canon law, St. Thomas, political thought in the 14th 
and 15th centuries. 
A survey of Western social and political thought from 5th century BCE through the 15th century. 
 
Rationale for change: 
Course title and description have been changed for purposes of simplicity and consistency within the 
major.  Change when offered due to staffing. 
 
Course Revision #8 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3352 -  Modern Political Thought: Modern (HUM)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1101 or #; spring, odd years every year)  
Machiavelli; theories during the Renaissance, Reformation, and the Counter-Reformation. Early modern 
absolutism, the emergence of modern contract theory, constitutionalism, liberalism, and utopianism. 
A survey of Western social and political thought from the 16th through the 19th centuries. 
 
Rationale for change: 
Course title and description have been changed for purposes of simplicity and consistency within the 
major.  Change when offered due to staffing. 
 
Course Revision #9 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3353 - American Political Thought (HUM)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1101 or #; spring, odd years)  
Development of the American political tradition from the Puritan theocracy to recent phases of 
American political life. 
 
Rationale for change: 
 Inactivate course due to staffing changes. 
 
Course Revision #10 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3355 - Environmental Political Theory (ENVT)  
(4.0 cr; fall, odd years spring, even years)  
Examination of environmental conceptions of sustainability, citizenship, and democracy, analyzing 
various formulations of what a "green citizen" and "ecological democracy" might mean. Readings and 
extensive discussion provide critical insight on contemporary debates about environmental decision-
making, sustainability, and education on the individual, social, national, and international levels. 
 
Rationale for change: 
 Change when offered to accommodate staffing. 
4 The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator & employer. 
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Course Revision #11 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3421 - International Organizations (E/CR)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1401 or #; spring, odd years)  
Origins of diplomacy and its role in maintaining communication among nations, including the recent 
and special role of international organizations. History of the practice of diplomacy, current bilateral 
diplomatic practices, and multilateral interactions as practiced through the United Nations and the 
League of Nations before it. Structure and functional agencies of the U.N. and role in international 
peacekeeping or collective security. 
 
Rationale for change: 
 Inactivate course due to staffing changes. 
 
Course Revision #12 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3453 4453 - Russian Politics and Foreign Policy (IP)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1401, 2001 or #; spring, even years)  
Domestic and foreign policies of the former Soviet Union from the Bolshevik Revolution to the present. 
Nature of the Soviet empire, implosion of the Soviet Union, Russian Federalism, democratic and market 
reforms, ethnic conflicts, nuclear strategy, military policy, and diplomatic style. 
 
Rationale for change: 
This change is part of our disciplinary shift to delineate between our 3xxx and 4xxx courses.  Research 
is required in 4xxx level courses.  Since this course includes a significant research component, it belongs 
at the 4xxx level.  This distinction is to provide more uniformity across the discipline in terms of the 
expectations of the various level courses. 
 
Add prerequisite.  This course is a 4xxx-level with a significant research component, students first must 
complete the course on political science research methods. 
 
Course Revision #13 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3504 - Latin American Politics (IP)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1301 or #; spring, offered when feasible)  
A comparative examination of central issues in and components of Latin American political life, 
including economic development, regimes and alliances, guerrilla wars, the armed forces, human rights, 
and democratic consolidation. Countries may include Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, 
and Cuba. 
 
Rationale for change: 
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Course Revision #14 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3505 - Military and Political Development (IP)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1301 or #; fall, offered when feasible)  
Explores military intervention in government and the influence of the military on social and economic 
policies in a variety of regions. 
 
Rationale for change: 
 Inactivate course due to staffing changes. 
 
Course Revision #15 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 3506 - Government and Politics of Africa (IP)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1301 or #; fall, offered when feasible)  
Comparative study of government and politics of contemporary Africa, with special attention to 
state/society relations, interaction of politics and economic development, political institutions, and 
conflict. 
 
Rationale for change: 
 Inactivate course due to staffing changes. 
 
Course Revision #16 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 4211 3211 - The American Presidency (SS)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1201 or #; Stat 1601 or Stat 2601 recommended; spring, odd years)  
Traces the development of the American presidency over time. Major theories of presidential behavior 
and success are examined, as well as the literature on presidential popularity and 
executive/congressional relations. 
 
Rationale for change: 
This change is part of our disciplinary shift to delineate between our 3xxx and 4xxx courses.  Research 
is required in 4xxx level courses.  This course does not include a significant research component, 
therefore it belongs at the 3xxx level. This distinction is to provide more uniformity across the discipline 
in terms of the expectations of the various level courses. 
 
Course Revision #17 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 4452 - International Relations Theory (IP)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1401, 2001 or #; fall, spring, offered when feasible)  
Theory and practice of contemporary international relations. Realism and idealism, national power, 
systems theory, integration theory, war and peace, conflict resolution, and the world government. 
 
Rationale for change: 
The course was originally titled International Relations but changed to International Relations Theory. 
We want to go back to the original title since it is broader and the course deals with international 
relations theories as well as salient international issues. As a 4000 level course, the course will include a 
significant research component relating to international affairs.  
Add prerequisite.  This course is a 4xxx-level with a significant research component, students first must complete the course 
on political science research methods. 
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Course Revision #18 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 4503 3503 - Women in Politics Worldwide (IP)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1201, 2101 or #; spring, even years)  
Examines the ways gender influences politics throughout the world. Topics covered include: the "gender 
gap" and voter turnout, women's involvement in linkage organizations, such as parties and interest 
groups, and finally policy outcomes regarding women in different kinds of political systems. 
 
Rationale for change: 
This change is part of our disciplinary shift to delineate between our 3xxx and 4xxx courses.  Research 
is required in 4xxx level courses.  This course does not include a significant research component, 
therefore it belongs at the 3xxx level. This distinction is to provide more uniformity across the discipline 
in terms of the expectations of the various level courses. 
 
Course Revision #19 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 4507 - Politics, Violence, Terrorism, and Peace (IP)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1301 or #; spring, even years)  
Examination of causes, processes, and outcomes of violent social conflict, including repression, mass 
political protests, riot revolt, terrorism, and revolution. 
 
Rationale for change: 
 Inactivate course due to staffing changes. 
 
Course Revision #20 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 4901 - Senior Research Seminar in American Government (SS)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-sr, 1201 or #; fall, every year)  
Guided research in American political institutions and processes. With the assistance of a faculty 
member, each student formulates testable research questions about some aspect of American 
government, develops a research design to address those questions, conducts a literature review, gathers 
data (either quantitative or qualitative), tests the hypotheses, writes up the findings, and makes an oral 
presentation of the work to the discipline faculty and graduating seniors. 
 
Rationale for change: 
Inactivate course.  The discipline is changing its capstone course based on assessments of student learning. 
 
Course Revision #21 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 4902 - Senior Research Seminar in International Relations and Comparative Politics (IP)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-sr, 1301 or 1401 or #; fall, every year)  
Guided research in international relations and comparative politics. With the assistance of a faculty 
member, each student formulates testable research questions about some aspect of international relations 
and comparative politics, develops a research design to address those questions, conducts a literature 
review, gathers data (either quantitative or qualitative), tests the hypotheses, writes up the findings, and 
makes an oral presentation of the work to the discipline faculty and graduating seniors. 
 
Rationale for change: 
Inactivate course.  The discipline is changing its capstone course based on assessments of student learning. 
7 The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator & employer. 
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Course Revision #22 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined) 
 
POL 4903 - Senior Research Seminar in Political Theory (HUM)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-sr, 1101 or #; fall, every year)  
Guided research in political theory. With the assistance of a faculty member, each student develops a 
research design to identify and address an important problem in the political theory literature, conducts a 
literature review, critically analyzes the material, summarizes the work in the form of a significant 
research paper, and makes an oral presentation of the work to the discipline faculty and graduating 
seniors. 
Rationale for change: 
Inactivate course.  The discipline is changing its capstone course based on assessments of student 
learning. 
 
Course Revision #23 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined)(see instructions)  
 
POL 4301 - Contemporary Political Thought Ideologies (HUM)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1101, 2001 or #; spring,  even years, every year)  
Major currents of political theory from Marx to present: Marxism, socialism, syndicalism, anarchism, 
fascism, political ideologies of antidemocratic thought, and totalitarian regimes.  A survey of social and 
political thought in the 20th and 21st centuries. 
 
Rationale (see instructions): 
New title and description more explicitly and accurately reflects the content of this course. 
 
Change prerequisite because this course is a 4xxx-level with a significant research component, students 
first must complete the course on political science research methods. 
 
Change when offered to accommodate staffing. 
 
Course Revision #24 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined)(see instructions)  
 
POL 4221 - Judicial Politics (SS)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1201, 2001 or #; Stat 1601 or Stat 2601 recommended; fall, odd years)  
Role of judges, police, attorneys, and interest groups within the political system, with analysis focusing 
on each as political actors. Areas of discretion in the legal system. Extra-legal predictors of judicial 
decision making and certiorari voting. 
 
Rationale (see instructions): 
 
Add prerequisite.  This course is a 4xxx-level with a significant research component, students first must 
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Course Revision #25 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined)(see instructions)  
 
POL 4264 - American Political Culture (HIST)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1201, 2001 or #; spring, odd years)  
A survey of the ideas shaping the U.S. political system and Americans' political behavior. Examines the 
ways that U.S. political culture has shaped institutional development, policy outcomes, and the everyday 
political experiences within the political system. 
 
Rationale (see instructions): 
 
Add prerequisite.  This course is a 4xxx-level with a significant research component, students first must 
complete the course on political science research methods. 
 
Course Revision #26 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined)(see instructions)  
 
POL 4266 - Media and Politics (SS)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1201, 2001 or #; spring, even years)  
Relationships between mass media, government, and public in American Democracy. Democratic theory 
and media/press, role of informed citizenry in theories of U.S. democracy, role of media in informing 
the U.S. citizenry. Ways media influences public opinion, relationship of media, public opinion, and 
elites in politics. 
 
Rationale (see instructions): 
 
Add prerequisite.  This course is a 4xxx-level with a significant research component, students first must 
complete the course on political science research methods. 
 
 
Course Revision #27 
Give complete UMM catalog entry (deletions in strikethru font, additions underlined)(see instructions)  
  
POL 4451 - Comparative Foreign Policy (IP)  
(4.0 cr; Prereq-1401,2001 or #; spring, every year)  
Comparative examinations of foreign policies of selected countries, i.e., the United States, China, and 
Russia (the Soviet Union). The rise and fall of the Cold War; the triangular relationship between 
Washington, Beijing, and Moscow; Russia's new foreign policy; and U.S. foreign and security policy in 
the post-Cold War era. 
 
Rationale (see instructions): 
 
Add prerequisite.  This course is a 4xxx-level with a significant research component, students first must 
complete the course on political science research methods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
